
OUTLINE OF THE COURSE ON THE MEANING OF THE U.S. 
CONSTITUTON OFFERED BY DR. JOHN W. RAY 

1. WHAT IS A CONSTITUTON 
2. WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF A CONSTITUTION IN THE STATE 
3. FUNDAMENT/FOUNDATIONAL IDEAS AND ASSUMPTIONS 

BEHIND THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 
4. SOURCES OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION  

A. HISTORICALLY 
B. PHILOSOPHICALLY 
C. POLITICALLY 

5. REASONS FOR ADOPTING THE CONSTITUTION 
6. UNIQUE NATURE OF OUR CONSTITUTION 
7. REASONS THAT OUR CONSTITUTION HAS LASTED SO LONG 
8. IS THE CONSTITUTION STILL RELEVANT AND UP TO THE 

TASK OF GOVERNING THE US—WILL IT CONTINUE TO EXIST 
9. MAJOR PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION 

  10. UNSTATED ASSUMPTIONS BEHIND THE CONSTITUTION 
BUT NECESSARY FOR IT TO OPERATE 

  11. IS THE CONSTITUTION DEMOCRATIC 
  12. HOW IS THE CONSTITUTION TO BE UNDERSTOOD AND 

INTERPRETED 
13.  THE MEANING OF EACH OF THE ARTICLES OF THE 
 CONSTITUTION 
14.  THE BILL OF RIGHTS 


